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Forests and their primates are disappearing fast in
Ghana. Although bush meat is a large problem, clear-
ing of forests to be replaced by rubber and oil planta-
tions are a much greater threat. Since many of the for-
ests in southwestern Ghana have been replaced by
monocultures, the last natural forests are wetland or
swamp forests that have been more difficult to clear.
However, even these are now under attack by illegal log
cutters. This year, under a grant from the Margot
Marsh Biodiversity Foundation that specializes in pri-
mates and with help of the Coastal Resource Center,
CC Director Rob Horwich, made a second trip with the
goal of expanding the primate protection work to in-
clude the Cape 3 Points Reserve Forest and an explora-
tory trip to involve communities and Chiefs along the
Tanoé River border with Ivory Coast. These wetland
forests are under the protection of various Chiefs in
this border area.

The trip was scheduled to overlap with outgoing Dire-
tor Kathy Silenga and incoming Director Jeanne Marie
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Conservation Action (WAPCA), which is coordinated

by a consortium of European zoos. The goals were to
continue meeting and working with the Cape 3 Points
CREMA (community group) and develop a project
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Coast.

Cape 3 Points Reserve Forest - Horwich and WAPCA
staff met again with the Cape Three Points CREMA to
determine what the CREMA thought were some of the
problems and solutions in their area. This gave us an
idea of where to proceed in helping the CREMA organ-
ize itself. An important gain was brought to our atten-
tion by CRC staff, who noted that they had gotten a
major commitment of support from a Ghana business
OEAO
a number of years.
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Above: Cape 3 Points CREMA meeting

Tanoé Wetland Forests z Horwich accompanied
WAPCA staff, Silenga, Pittman, and David Osei,
710#!1 80 AEEAT A #1171 OAET AOI Oh

DA OOT ZDuah of the Ghana Wildlife Department, to approach

Chiefs and communities adjacent to the wetland forests
to speak with them about helping to protect the forests
and monkeys and to invite them to a meeting discussing
the problem. The meeting was attended by the Para-
mount Chief of the area, a number of Village Chiefs, and
some community members. Presentations were given by
Horwich, Osei, and a contingent of participants from
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was that they had already established a similar commu-
nity conservation project for the past 6 years in commu-
nities across the river from the Ghana communities, and
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This gave us hope to use them as a model for Ghana with
the possibility of establishing a transnational protected
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More photos from Ghana and Ivory Coast on page 2.
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Below: Participants greet the Paramount
Chief after the meeting.

Above: David Osei addresses the wetland
forest meeting in the Half Assini
Govermentment Assembly Hall

lvory Coast

As part of their visit to Ivory Coast villages, CC and WAPCA staff discussed local conservation action with villagers. In
2006, Inza Koné and Andrés Koffi initiated a community project in eastern lvory Coast to protect 3 endemic primate sub-

species: the roloway monkey, the white-T ADAA | AT CAAAUR AT A -0 7A1 A0 180 OAA A1l

willing to help, but they disagreed with Koné and Koffi, arguing that they should be paid to protect the forests. They were
paid for 2 years, after which the villages took ownership of the project and have been protecting the forest without pay for
the past 4 years. According to Koné, they also had to fight a palm oil company that wanted to come in and plant a mono-
culture oil palm plantation. After this meeting in Ivory Coast, Koné, Koffi, and some villagers attended the meeting held in
Ghana. It is the hope that their success in the lvory Coast could help to convince villagers on the Ghana side of the border
to similarly protect their forests and primates.

Earlier this year, Dr. Inza Koné received the Whitley award
for his work in community-based conservation of critically
& endangered primates in Ivory Coast.

Left: David Osei with Drs. Andés Djaha Koffi
andInzaKorédi scuss the Cote DE¢
project with villagers
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Tiger Conservation in Nepal and India

According to the Living
Planet Report for 2012 that
was recently published,
biodiversity has decreased
by 30% in the last 35 years
with many species declin-
ing due to habitat destruc-
tion and other factors.
Tigers in particular have
fared poorly, with their
numbers declining over
the last century from
100,000 to now an esti-
mate of 3200-3500. Tiger
experts have stated that
the Manas Biosphere,

where our community
partners are protecting the
forest, has a great conser-
vation potential for tigers

to community forestry guards in Madi Valley,

outside Chitwan National Park, Nepal.

This fall, CC Director Hor-
wich will coordinate a trip to
Chitwan, including CC Board
member Dr. Teri Allendorf
and Drs. Bhim Gurung and
Narayan Dhakal. Drs. Allen-
dorf, Gurung, and Dhakal
were all once students of tiger
expert Dr. David Smith of the
University of Minnesota and
are well versed in Nepal tiger
conservation. We will all
meet with a small contingent
from Assam at Chitwan. Our
integrated group will spend
| the next 3-4 weeks having a
large 2-3 day workshop to
motivate potential commu-
nity and NGO stakeholders.
Then, additional training ses-

because it is in a corridor that ex-
tends into Bhutan where tigers have
been camera trapped unexpectedly
at 10,000 feet in altitude. Our part-
ners have confirmed sightings of
tigers and have videos of them. It is
also an important corridor link that
extends into the low land terai for-
ests from western Nepal through
Assam, into Burma, and south. The
second most important tiger site
within the India subcontinent is
Chitwan National Park in south cen-
tral Nepal.

Even though CC has not focused on
tigers, our community partners have

been sighting and protecting them.
Since tigers need huge areas, and
since we had made some contacts
from Nepal who had worked in Chit-
wan, it made sense to begin work in
Chitwan with a long-term goal to
extend protection from Chitwan to
the Manas Biosphere. Such a corri-
dor would also function for other
large mammals including elephants,
which also have fared well in Manas.

Since conservation funding has al-
ways been hard to obtain, we were
fortunate that an anonymous donor,
who likes tigers and other wildlife,
agreed to fund the start up project.
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sions for various guards will be held,
coordinated by Dr. Gurung. A series
of community meetings will be held.
Finally, we will hope to hold a meet-
ing to bring together representatives
of all of the community groups in
the buffer zones surrounding Chit-
wan NP. The long term goal in Ne-
pal will be to create a community
federation similar to the Unified
Forest Conservation Network in As-
sam that will protect all of the buffer
zones around Chitwan NP with a
focus on protecting the tigers. E
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On the Home Front z Thinking Globally but Acting Locally

While working abroad to help communities protect their natural resources, it has become hard to ignore the threats to
rural America. CC Director Horwich, a resident of rural Wisconsin, stepped up four years ago with others from Craw-
ford County, including CC bookkeeper, Lamar Janes, to form the Board of Crawford Stewardship Project (CSP) to fight
the threats to rural Wisconsin. Beginning with the first factory hog farm, CSP has made it difficult for others to follow
by making sure the factory farm or CAFO follows the state laws. As watchdog of Crawford County and the Kickapoo
watershed, CSP mobilized villagers a year ago to stop an outside landowner from digging a high capacity well to bottle
and sell our water. Very quickly, neighbors, and others around the potential well site formed Save Copper Creek. Pres-
ently, it seems as though the potential water company owner has ceased activities and we hope will abandon his plans
to sell our water for profit.

Recently, CSP has alerted others of the threat of frack sand mining in the local area. In addition to pollution, health
hazards, constant noise and traffic to our area, we rural Wisconsin people stand with the rural people of Pennsylvania,

. Ax 971 OEh AT A Al OAxEAOAS 7A AT1T80 xAT O 1 060 OAT A OI
ple elsewhere in America. CSP held a recent forum on sand mining for fracking. The forum was attended by 100 inter-
ested participants from Crawford County, Wisconsin and across the Mississippi River in rural lowa where sand mining
is occurring. It was a full education program with videos on sand mining hazards by videographer Russ Tittle, presen-
tations by Dr. Kelvin Rudolfo of the University of Illinois, Ken Schmitt of Chippewa County, Pete Flesch, Chair of Craw-
ford County Board, Pat Popple and Jerry Lausted of Save the Hills Alliance of Chippewa County, and Sue Vine and Katie
Garrity who experience the constant noise and pollution of the loading and shipping of sand from their homes in Prai-
rie du Chien, Wisconsin. Our rural countryside of Wisconsin and America are under attack by large-scale industry and
corporations that care only for money no matter the consequences. It seems that Wisconsin is open for business z no
matter the cost to its environment and people.



