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 Protecting Cross River

. Gorillas in Cameroon: =~ -

* The Cross River gorilla (Gorilla

gorilla diehli) is the most criti-
cally endangered. African ape,
with only 200 to 300 animals
inhabiting the Cross River re-
gion on the 'Nigeria—Camerodn
border. This area is one of

high primate endemism, home

to a total of 13 primates includ-.

ing at least seven unique pri-
mates including the gorillas.
Nigeria-
Cameroon chimpanzee,
Preuss's red colobus monkey,
the drill, red-rumped putty-
nosed monkey, the Cameroon
Preuss's

guenon, crowned guenon, mo-

red-eared monkey,

na -monkey, angwantibo,

Demidoff’s galago,

Cross River Allen’s gaalago.

The Cross River gorilla resides
in the forests of the Bight of
Biafra region.in the Gulf of
Guinea that 1.5 a hotspot of bio-

" diversity with a high level of

endemism in mammals, birds,

invertebrates and planis. The

small subspecies population

exists .in 15 localities, 11 of
which are in Cameroon. They

occur in two protected areas,

this, there is a high

Talbot’s -

_needle-clawed galago, and the

Takamanda  Na-
tional Park ' and
Kagwene  Gorilla

Sanctuary. Despite

human population
density in the re-
gion _leading  to
high rates of hunt-
ing; non-timber
forest product ex-
traction‘ and log-
ging. Hunting has
historically been the cause of
decline of the Cross River go-
rillas and even when they are
not 2 main focus of hunting

activities they are stressed by

hunting activities and maimed.

by snares set for other species.
Additionally their habitat has
been affected by fires and ille-

gallogging.

The recent Regional Action

Plan for the Conservation of

.the Cross River Goriila in-

cludes important recommen-
dations to create a.community
forest protection force with the
possibility for 2 Trans-Border
Community Protecied [and-
scape: 1) initiation of commu-

nity Guardians; 2) focus on

_cross gorilla populations; 3) take

a landscape approach [Since
most subpopulations are con-
nected to at least one other sub-
population the entire subspecies
eould be managed as a single
conservation unit]; 4) create
community awareness; and 5)
engender community participa-
tion [Cameroon has a recent
history of incorporating commu-
nities as comservation partners
under the Forestry, Widlife and

Fisheries Law No. 94/01 of 1994 .

that emcowrages the establish-
ment of community forests. ]
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This newsletter has been princed on
recycled paper. Please recycle again.

Help us save the world's ferests—
request our e-newsletter online or
by email!






